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METRONET — HOUSING PACKAGE 
310. Ms E. HAMILTON to the Minister for Housing: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s job-creating, economy-boosting $394 million Metronet housing 
package, which will deliver hundreds of social and affordable homes for Western Australians. Can the minister 
outline to the house how these projects will help deliver sensible density in communities such as Joondalup and 
what these projects mean for the Western Australian economy and workers? 
Mr P.C. TINLEY replied: 
It was with great pleasure that I joined the Premier, the Minister for Transport and the member for Joondalup this 
morning at Joondalup train station to announce that the McGowan government will go to market for expressions 
of interest from the private sector to partner with government in two of the largest landholdings that the state 
government has ever released. The Joondalup site is some 10 hectares. The Bentley site, more familiarly known 
as Brownlie Towers, is 26 hectares, with the first tranche of 21 hectares. Together they represent the single largest 
urban infill project ever in this state. 

At its core is the idea of activating a central piece of land around the CBD of Joondalup. When it is finished, it 
will mark a coming of age for that city in the north that has long been envisaged by all sides of government, 
particularly in the early days, as being an opportunity for employment, a place to live, a place to play and a place 
to call home in the northern suburbs. The Joondalup development will deliver in the order of 1 600 units, including 
medium-density townhouses and a high-density district that will be a master planned opportunity for people in the 
district and the Perth metropolitan area to take advantage of downsizing or as an entry point into the market that 
they would not ordinarily get. They will be able to take advantage of the amenities of the City of Joondalup, which 
is so ably represented here by the member for Joondalup. The key issue for these two projects is that they are as 
much economic as they are place-making. Between the two projects, Treasury anticipates in the order of 6 000 jobs 
being generated and $2.3 billion to $2.4 billion worth of economic activity. The 21 hectares of the Bentley zone that 
will be developed will accommodate in the order of 1 500 dwellings but potentially more. If the City of Canning 
activates another site alongside it, it may take it to 26 hectares and closer to 2 000-plus dwellings. It will present 
a useful opportunity for growth of the outer CBD area into Victoria Park that will take advantage of the education 
precinct of Curtin University, the retail precinct of Victoria Park and the ageing district around the Kensington 
area. In its own way, it will provide $1.1 billion worth of economic activity and create opportunities for both the old 
and the young and for young families to access a precinct that they would not ordinarily have been able to access. 

There are two reasons for doing this, not the least of which is that it is the right thing to do. The first reason is that 
the Minister for Planning and the McGowan government are serious about the state planning direction of around 
47 per cent infill. The place to do it is in the strategic centres. That has been identified in “Network City”, 
“Directions 2031” and “Perth and Peel@3.5million”. The Minister for Planning has been absolutely activist in 
making sure that we deliver on that. The Housing Authority is foursquare behind her endeavours to ensure that we 
activate those sites and create opportunities, not just for employment. The second reason is that the McGowan 
government has foresight. It knows that the green shoots of economic recovery are here and it knows that it needs 
to be ready. We in this place have been very good at planning in a boom, but not at planning for a boom. As the 
housing cycle comes to a conclusion at the bottom and bumps along a little bit, we are looking forward to being 
shovel-ready to have precincts prepared for the engagement of the private sector to make sure that we can stand 
with it so that it can deliver the economic value it needs and the jobs we need to create the sort of future we want 
for a place called home. 
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